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From the Editor

My thanks to those who continue to send informatiand on whom we are all dependent for the
forthcoming bulletins. | am at this moment in timamost exhausted of ‘Article material’ with
only a few bits and pieces for the next issue. &vf@embers have volunteered articles but these
have not yet surfaced and there is certainly insaint to produce that due in December. Will all
members intending and who can contribute, pleaséphe

This Bulletin - For members with an interest in eittieost marks’and/or'Censorship’- this issue has
something for you. These are areas which most t#ngto touch on so please remember the editor if
you can add anything more.

A Thought, a question and your opinion sought.

Shortly after | became editor, the logo we used etasiged from one
encompassing th®kapi’ and replaced by the engraving from the
10franc Mols of aRiver Boat SteamerBefore doing so | did enquire
the views of a few of our more active members aitbout exception it
was considered not a bad idea to try something new.

With one vociferous exception, an opinion with whimow have some
reflective sympathy — nobody took exception. Thpapent deplored
what had been done on the grounds that the Okeaipig lunique to the
Congo, should have continued as the logo idenfitiie Study Circle.

The Okapi illustrated here is not that used presiguiwvhich faced to the left - but has better défin
and if members voted in its favour, this would beewn personal preference.

Time moves on and having given tRéver Boat Steamera run, | am now quite happy and receptive to
any suggestion for the future. As | see it theeeteno sensible options:

We stay where we are
We revert to theOkapi’, ‘old or new format’ and then stick with it.

If you have strong views please let me know so d@hadlanced decision can be made.

Membership News

Reminder to U.S.A. members

David Schaubroeck;PO Box 282, Harrisville, Michigan 487400-0282
** Please note that as published previously and asresult of his move, David Schaubroeck is currenl
without an email facility. As soon as this is reinioduced all members with an email address will be atified.

Addresses
Address change. Amend to read —

Belgium - Th. Frennet; Rue La Rue, 17, 1420 Braine I'Alleud
- G. Huybreghts; Email: Gerrit. Huybreghts@consilium.europa.eu

Acknowledgement
I have received notification from Niels Peter Ovaagl in Denmark about a book published by the
‘Bornholm Museum’, which sounds very interestingl & reviewed - as best | can (it is in Danish) -
when further information is received from the pabér. It appears well documented and illustrated
“describing life in the Congo from 1870 based otteles, photographs maps etc sent home to families
on Bornholm”.All being well | will be able to say more aboutritthe next Bulletin.
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Karema Post Offices
during the First World War

Compiled by Stuart Smith

The first expedition of the A.l.A!Association
Internationale pour I'Afrique) crossed East
Africa in 1877. It left from Zanzibar under the
leadership of Ernest Gambier and on arrival at
Lake Tanganyika it established a station at
Karema.

During the period of German colonial

occupation (German East Africa) from 1888 to
1916, they never bothered to create a post office
in Karema.
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On the 8 and &' August 1916, the Belgian VBrigade invaded the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyi
in the area around Karema. Four days later"bA@ust, the W Brigade under Colonel Moulaert
reinforced them when he landed in Karema with ftisfis from the ship ‘Le Vengeur’. On the21
August these troops set off for Tabora.

After the victorious
Tabora campaign, the
Belgians withdrew
towards the Congo with
one Battalion remaining
behind to guard
Karema. The 5th
Battalion of troops was
billeted there from 21
March 1917 and
relieved by the 10th
Battalion on 31 April
1917. These troops were
involved in the so-called
‘Mahenge Campaign.’
On 23 October 1918,
the 1st Battalion left for
Karema on board the
‘Baron Dhanis’

Figure 1. During the occupation of Karema,
Commander Heenen took it upon himself to
overprint stamps with the wottarema. >
This overprint was not official, and the

stamps are to be considered souvenirs. The
overprint was executed with a typewriter R
with a violet coloured ribbon.

Figure 1.
Variations exist such AKAREMM’, ‘KARMA’, ‘KAREMA’ , etc. Singles of these

stamps can be found cancelled at Albertville.
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Figure 2 is an example of another overprint,
reading KAREMA 7 September 1916, in
red ink. Other dateare also known but this
issue is entirely bogus.

The example shown is of the 15 centimes 1915 friatep
combination V+C1 and bearing the second type
overprint. Stamps of this combination are only know
from September 1918, proving the overprint as bogus

Figure 2.

This overprint is known to exist on:
The 8 values overprinted E.A.A. — O.B. (Est AfiicAallemand — Occupation Belge).
On the 9 values of the ‘AO’ Red Cross issue of NIag8.
On the 8 values overprinted E.A.A. — O.B. with limear TAXES overprint (of the so-called

Tabora type)

In 1917 there was no Post Office — neither militaoy civil. Any mail originating from Karema was
transported to and despatched via Kigoma.

Figure 3illustrates &hotostat coppf cover from Karema addressed to ‘L’Armée Bel@alais’ with
a military censor mark and Kigoma transit.
(Apologies for the lack in clarity of this illusation. Ed)
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Figure 3

In establishing themselves at Karema in August 18#6Belgians installed a military telegraph a#fic
This was taken over by the ‘Occupying Governmearopably in June 1917. In December 1917, the
‘Inspecteur des Postes’ proposed to add a miljgast office to provide a service for the Europeans
employees of the mica mine, and some traders. Nbtdor that reason, a cancelling device — similar
to that of other towns including Kigali and Kitegavas ordered from the British in Nairobi. Latee th
region was handed over to British authority. Masteellations are found on single stamps datedreithe
6" or 31" December 1918; the latter a$avour cancel'to produce philatelic documents.
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Figure 4. RE
>ty

In design, this oec ¥

canceller is -5

typical of the (918

British so

called M ;

‘Skeleton’type x/gza//'%

which was A ,//%9/2‘/&;/

/ﬂiﬁﬂdt—-

widely used as
a temporary
cachet.

Figure 4
Bureau de Poste Militaire — 1918

A Military office was in operation, probably fromavich to November 1918. The cachet shown in
figure 4 is known on isolated stamps dated variofreim 1™ March to & November.

Figure 5, illustrates a card cancelled in Karem&' 2ril 1918 by the military cachd.P.C.
V.P.K. No 7.This cachet was originally allocated to Namirerbbehas not been recorded as
used there. The card was written at KarentaAgtil 1918 and received the arrival canceller of
Kigoma 3 May.
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Civilian ‘Bureau de Poste’ — 1918

Figure 5. A ‘Civilian’ Post Office was opened in Karema in1¥and received a British stylemi-
circular arc’ cachet. This incorporates the day, month, timeyaad.
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Finally, the Belgian post office in Karema was eldsvhen the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika was
annexed by the British in 1918 and absorbed irdoTdnganyika Territory. We believe that the Post
office closure was probably 3December 1918 and there seems little doubt tivadstat this time that
the several souvenirs were produced.

This article has been created from information andllustrations provided by Walter
Deijnckens, Leo Tavano and Charles Stockmans.

X=X=X=-X-X=-X=-X-X-X-X-X-X-X

Mols 10 centimes booklet panes
‘Inverted Centre’

By — Stuart Smith

Reference to and reports on the 10 centimes
inverted centre, originating from the booklet pane
3" printing (1920), has been included in the
Bulletin on a number of previous occasions. | am
indebted to Leo Tavano for further information
received in suppc of this article

Figure 1.

By way of a recap:
Galilly in Negro Guide, (1945fNous connaissons 20 piecesWe know of 20 stamp$2 panes !)

Brian Hudsort (March 1993) in his series on the plating of thel$/saidthe 10c. 3 booklet stamps

are known with inverted centres. Only ten such ptgare known, namely the ten positions of gane
The three other panes from the same sheet presyrabsiol had inverted centres, but we have not found
any or their existence has not been disclosed.’
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E.A.Hirdler? (June 1993) asserted thaother panes must have originally existadd commented
variously on examples he knew the existence ofrédted to items from parfe

Ralph Jacquemah(September 1993) drew our attentiorithe Belgian dealer Soetemaas having
‘offered a pair of the stamps in an auction held2B®June 1993Although well illustrated in colour it
was impossible from the catalogue printing to posithe pair.’

Figure 2'p pane’ Figure 3—'a,y,0rd’ ?
(Berlingin catalogue, 1940) (Gailly, 1945)

It is quite apparent that all identified and re@atéxamples are from pafi@nd that panes, y, andd
had originally been created. But where are theyhow

At this year’s Study Circle meeting in Brusselspldeavano passed to me photocopies of two, but
clearly different, booklet panes — thus supporthrgstatemeriNous connaissons 20 piécefNegro
Guide, 1945'Figure 2 is that of they pane. Howevetfigure 3 is of particular interest, as it is quite
different and therefore, must be either dhe, oré pane.

Figure 2 — Information from a variety of sources enablesousonfirm that the ‘split pane’ is pafie
(Classified agp on the presumption that it is the ‘centre’ whichals been inverted)

The following summarises the historical identifioatand movement of stamps making up paine

i. The top left hand stamp (#1) is the one illustratgdufour.*

ii. The top right hand pair (#2 and #4) must have lspdihsubsequently, as the top right hand
stamp (#2) was sold by ‘Ivy Shreave & Mader (NewRjbin 19922, Position #4 is that illustrated
in Figure 1.

iii. #3 complete with margin was sold at auction byrGfstone, U.S.A. in about 1987-8.

iv. #5 and GFigure 4) was sold by Soeteman, June 1993.

v. The bottom block of four, #7-10 was sold by Ampki+ Behr in 1996.
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Figure 4

Figure 3 — Pane ??fNegro Guide, Gailly catalogue, 1945)

From this reproduction of the only known illustaatj it will be quite apparent that it is not possito
identify what it is other thait is notg and must be either, y, or é.

Figure 5 — reference to this perforation comparison betwberknown pane and the unknown
‘Negro Guide’ pane, will convince you!
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#1 #2
. Du Four lvy Shreave and
Question: llustrated p.226 | Mader
N.Y. 1992
Does anyone know the - .
whereabouts of the unallocated Cherrystone, U.S.A. | Soeteman/Balasse
pane or either of the other two? 1987-1988 April 1997
As Leo Tavano has suggested . .
to me — ‘it is possible that when Soeteman, Soeteman,
this issue was demonetised 31 June 1993 June 1993
December 1921, the other two 1 pai il ) Pl Wil ey
panes were destroyed when the 7 48
remainder of the stock was Amphilex, Behr | Amphilex, Behr
withdrawn?’ 1996, Sold as a block 1996
’ of 4in conjunction
with #8, 9 and 10
1. Hudson,B.C.S.C. #87 #9 210
2. Hirdler, B.C.S.C. #88 Amphilex, Behr Amphilex, Behr
3. Jacqueman,B.C.S.C. #89 1996 1996
4. Dufour,
Congo Cinquante ans d’histoire Postale

140/8



World War Il censorship TROUPES  COLONIALES
New Discoveries o,

By —Emile Hoorens

e e s e = ]

Figure 1.

It is remarkable that two previously unrecorded ftgorship tapes’ are discovered after
more than 60 years. But that is what we have here!

British ‘Army Form 3077’

The first discovery is o o -
illustrated infigures 1 B B
and 2on an ‘Airmail SHIVINO'I0D  SHANOYL
letter card’ sent in 1942
from Nigeria to the
Belgian Congo. The
circular despatch
cancellation is unclear

“i:E“l_“_lTER’ TCAKD
but should reatPOST
MILITAIRE CONGO

= i © ANYTHING 1S ENCLOSED THIS@ARD (OB S =
& ELOMIE TBAIR By orsivany s EONEYEIN |
UPES— NIALES BELGES A 6
BELGE N°4’.

On the reverse is a %M: , d %W

Leopoldville arrival
mark and as additionally|
illustrated infigure 3 —
‘POST MILITAIRE’
30.1X.42 — 9.00CONGO
BELGE 1’ of the
Congolese inspector.

| 30.1x.42--9:00 !

VEON !

21 CHNSURE  MILITAIRE

Figure 2
< N1

Sops 22

~
v

g i :
. o0
igure 3 & % ).’1"~=‘

A 2

This lettercard is exceptional because the cengotape was until now, known on only one
other cover.

Q We now know of two examples — but who has the ogRer
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Belgian Pilot serving in
the South African Air force

The second cover was sent on 26 June 1943 to
Jadotville by Lt. Brichard, a Belgian Pilot serviimy
the 12" Bomber Squadron of the South African Air
force.

Figure 4. The censorship tape is exceptional and t
only known example at the present time. It is giht
on white paper with the Force’s coat of arms
positioned betweerFORCE PUBLIQUE and
CENSURE MILITAIRE’ .

CENSURE MILITAIRE
- —'f—lgﬁFLFﬁ:’iﬁr .

Figure 5. I ReTIVE SERMeE
The cover is

cancelled by a South
African military ,
cancellation — ' WRITTEN 1 Fﬂﬁrfc_pr.

M.P.K. — A.P.O. I (i
and the boxed RN e A
‘R.A.F. CENSOR = @@3
905’ was applied by £ | {fltcg) a,
Lt. Brichard himself. | Z|
| I f - f L} C- P " 4
It additionally carries 1 || “"f’}uﬁﬂﬂd% /."Z:*f"/%- e ﬁ‘qu,nm
the double & | - = @
circle/central crown 2 B2 373
violet cachet — = ; 7
DEPUTY CHIEF Yo clokrille

FIELD CENSOR
The letter arrived in
Elisabethville on 19
July 1943.

Beaan Corao

X=-X=X=-X=X=-X=X-X-X-X-X-X-X

World War Il — German Censorship of Belgian Congo Mail
By —Tony Brooks™!
Preface

In Bulletin 139 we published a response from theoedf the ‘Civil Censorship Study Group’ in answe
Emile Hoorens enquiry about the cachtheminement impossible’Accompanying that information was a
separate but subject related article by Tony Brookkdianapolis, U.S.A. With his and the Civil Gership
Study Group editor’s approval, the following wib lof interest to all involved in ‘World War 1l ceamrship’.

The author has seen numerous articles and atdeadtook in German on the subject of confiscated or
impounded mail during wartime. The Germans cafl thail ‘Uberroller’ (literally ‘rolled over’) and
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the term is usually applied to mail posted undex @gime, then overtaken by events so that it was
delivered under a different regime; typically as #ilied or Russian forces advanced across Germany
in 1945.

lllustrated is a private surface rate cover from@ongo to U.S.A. It was postmarked at Coquilhkgvil
on 16 April 1940 but the return address on the i§dp.C.C.M., Mondombe’. That town is 325 miles
(525 km) ESE of Coquilhatville, on a tributary bEtRiver Congo. There is no evidence of this item
being subject to any form of examination in the @mrwhich is not surprising, as censorship was not
introduced until a decree of 17 May 1940 — a mattr the letter was posted.

This letter was intercepted and censored by then@es. The German examination stamp and re-
sealing tape are those associated with-treign Letter Examination Officgf KdIn (Cologne), code

‘C, which had the responsibility for the NetherlanBelgium, Luxembourg and Northern France. The
‘red’ handstamp (Riemer type C-2) is reported wsetfom February to April 1940, and the tape
(Riemer type C-51) from February to June 1940.

It appears therefore that . .
the correspondence was - F—

D.C.C.M.,, MONDOMBE

sent by sea to Belgium for ; Conco Besce

AFRICA

onward transmission to the
U.S.A. A 1939 British

Post Office Guide
indicated that surface mail
from Britain to Boma was
expected to take 17-23
days, so it would seem a
reasonable assumption that
this item would have taken
about three weeks to reach
Antwerp, plus a few days
to get it from

Coquilhatville to Boma

and the coast.

Therefore with Germany invading Belgium on 10 M&4Q, it is likely that this letter was trapped in
Antwerp while awaiting onward shipping to the U.S.A

If this supposition is correct, it appears that¢beer would be a Belgiafberroller’. One can
speculate on its further travels but there are atkings to provide any clues.

i) Can it be assumed that it was taken in bulk glaith other mail to Koln for censorship or did
staff go out to invaded territories to deal withiha
i)  Where would this letter have been loaded oa trans-Atlantic steamer?

In May 1940 an overland route to Lisbon would natédnbeen available as France did not capitulate
until 22 June and therefore, assuming the letterdedt with fairly promptly, it seems more likelyat
it was sent to Genoa for loading on a trans-Attastiip.

Comments from members would be most welcome andetshould be addressed to the editor for onward
communication.

1. First published in C.C.S.G. Bulletin, October 201.
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Foreign Censor Marks - continued

Northern and Southern Rhodesia

By —Walter Deijnckens

Figure 1 Figure 2

The following summarises the findings and obseovetiof the article previously published in Bulletin
139 including updates subsequently received.

Conclusions

Northern Rhodesia —

i) Used British style octagonal censor marks withhe letter O. These have also been seen,
further endorsed with numbers 4 & 5. Other censor mmbers may exist but are not presently
known.

i) Figure 1.Black, Blue and Red ‘two line triangle’ mark with printed censor numbers 5, 7 and 8
have been recorded but the2 parallel lines’ are often not clearly defined and fuse into one.
According to John Little “triangles of this size exist with numbers 2 to 8hough this may not be the
case on Congo originating mail - Ed.)

iii) The censor Labels were coded with the letkr

Southern Rhodesia —

i) Used British style octagonal censor marks withtte letter DE. These are recorded with
numbers 1 9 and 29. Other censor numbers may exilstit are not presently known.

ii) Figure 2.A ‘single line triangle’ mark incorporating the country’s name and with printed

censor numbers 1, 4 and 10 have been recorded.

Nyasaland

It is only possible to report the
existence of one censor mark and
one label from this country. The
information has been obtained from
Jean Oth'’s book on this topic and
each is illustrated here as figures 1

and 2. Figure 3.
Figure 3. Outer diameter 34mm
Inner diameter 31mm )

H OPLEMEDR BY CENSOR
Figure 4.0PENED BY CENSOR E
measures 52mm.
No other information is available. HOSNTD AH IANTLO

Figure 4.
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South Africa

Of all the countries studied in this series, Schfifica
understandably features most commonly and the suynttmat
follows is based on the examination of 68 individuavers.

As a generalisation, the vast majority of letteagéhbeen opened
and then sealed using one of sevenaiilar in style labels.
Usually, though not always, these have been oeemsed with a
‘2 Gazelles'censor handstamp — typically as illustrated iruFég
5. These vary in colour, typically violet, rose asithdes of Figure 5.
vermilion through to magenta. Occasionally, manpscensor

initials or numbers have also been added.

The letter situated at the base of th&azelles’stamp indicates where the censor opened the
correspondence’A’ indicates Cape Tow’ Johannesburg,C’ Durban andF’ Pretoria.

Figure 6. Figure 7. Figure 8.
Figures 5 and 6. _Code ‘A’ Transit and censorship — Cape Town

Mail routes Period Transit/Censorship
Lusambo— U.S.A. April 1942 (opened by Congo censor - #2 stamp)
Sandoa— U.S.A. June 1942 (via. Dilolo)
Elisabethville— U.S.A. (x5 items) June 1942— Aug. 1943
Tshikapa— U.S.A. July 1942 (via. Elisabethville)
Bunia— U.S.A. Sept. 1942
Leopoldville— U.K. Sept. 1942.
Tshikapa— U.K. Oct. 1942 (via. Leopoldville)
Goma— East London, S. Africa. Dec. 1942 (via. Costermansville and Elisabethville)
Elisabethville— Clocolan, S. Africa. (x3)1942— April 1943
Leopoldville— Woodstock, Cape. April 1943 (Censure Militaire Troupes Coloniales)
Jadotville— U.S.A. (x6) Jan. — Oct. 1943 (via. Elisabethville)
Paulis— U.S.A. March 1943 (via. Elisabethville.)
Luluabourg— Cape Town. Jan. 1945 (via. Elisabethville)

Recorded useApril 1942 to January 1945

Censor initialled: (~30%) BG, BO, FF, JO, OG, RG, and amp. Several others are unreadable.
Correspondence opened by the Congolese in Elisalbetbn 5 items only.

Note: Cape Town also used codes E, M, P and Rydng of these have been seen on correspondenagatirig
from the Belgian Congo.

Figure 7. Code ‘B’ Transit and censorship — Johannesburg
Mail routes Period Transit
Elisabethville— Johannesburg. Not known
Paulis— Johannesburg. November 1943 (via. Elisabethville)
Matadi— Lisbon. May 1944 (via. Leopoldville)
Lusambo— Johannesburg. July 1943 (via. Elisabethville)
Kamina— Somerset West, Cape. October 1943 (via. Elisabethville
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Recorded useJuly 1943 to May 1944
Censor initialled by numeral: #47 (applied in Leopoldville)

Figure 7. Code ‘'C’ Censorship — Durban
Mail routes Period Transit
Elisabethville— Durban. December 1942
Code ‘F’ Censorship - Pretoria

Only one example ofie ‘2 Gazelles’censor hand-stamp with the code letEérhas been seen as part
of this study, being that on an internal lettenfr&lisabethville to Pretoria in February 1944. @egss
in Elisabethville had also opened this letter.

Figure 8.0nly 4 items of mail bear theASSED BY CENSOR / DEUR DIE SENSOR GOEDGEKEUR’
hand-stamp of which 2 were postcards.

Examples seen4 PASCFD BY CFMNOOR

Mail originating from: Elisabethville (2), ODEUR DIE SENSOR GOLGucAEUR
Jadotville (2).

Addressed to:U.S.A. (4) - 58mm x 35mm height R
Censored:2-line stamp as figure 4. Figure 8.

Usage:November 1941 — April 1943.

d)SNIS

‘..

JYVIID400

B
3{‘1
3N

-

CLocot AN

Sad s

A
G3i3d0-

g
"N

HOSNE

Figure 9.

Figure 9illustrates a typical cover of the time and ‘labgie’ to be documented here.
To summarise:

i) It is a letter from the Belgian Congo to Soutfriéa.

i) There is no indication of censorship internatiythe Congo.

iii) It was opened and resealed using a small I6bgle S3/1 — see belotwy an examiner using the
‘Code A’ canceller of ‘Cape Town'.

iv) The censor also initialled the label with a macriptFF
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Censor Labels — albfficially classified as ‘U.C. 8.’

The variousType style’of label is a particular feature of South Afriasnsorship. We have seen 7
distinguishable types, to whichTgpe numbeiis being given. Thes&ypes’are arbitrary and will only
coincidently coincide with any other published datethis topic, but they have all been classified s
that any future additions can be added. All usdetdring and this varies in shade. However the
majority of examples supplied by members were biawk white photocopies and the reproductions in
red are only approximate to the original shadis. ot therefore possible to be specific in deseghb

the colour precisely.

u.c. 8. uc s

Type U2/#1.'No ref to label size, 2

lines of instructional text’ UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA, |UNION OF BOUTH APRICA.

‘OPENED BY CENSOR’ Letter height 7.25mm DEUR SENSOR OPENED BY

Examples seen3

Usage: 1940 1941 in Cape Town OOPGEM A AK. CENSOR,

Type ‘U2/#1’

u.c.8. uU.C.8.
(Klein) (Small)

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.  UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

\4

Type S2/#1.!Small, 2 lines of
instructional text’

Letter height ‘OPENED BY CENSOR’ = .. 8 v.e. s
7.25mm tKistn ) I (Email.)
Examples seeni5 LRSS Sy, JUTHUN L GU GG

Usage date: July 1948 March 1942

Several examples used in Cape Town DEUR SENSOR! OPENED BY

No examples identifiable as

0OPGEMAAK.|  CENSOR.

Type S2/#1
U.C. 5, U.C. b.
t Klein.) 1Emall.)

Type S3/#1.Small, 3 lines of

instructional text’ B E U R 0 P E N E D
SENSOR | B

ouober 1663 OOPCEMAAK.| CENSOR.

Type S3/#1
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Type S3/#2.Small, 3 lines of

instructional text’ <E2e R g
(€ [} (Small)
I;e‘it.%z]an?ht OPENED BY CENSOR DE”R n P E N E D
Examples seeni SENSOR B Y
Usage date: March 1945
Route: Elisabethville» OOPGEMA‘AK C E N S 0 R
Swede, Type S3/#2
Type M2/#1.‘Medium, 2 lines
of instructional text U.C. 8. 4 U.C8. (Modtom

Lt bt OFENED BY DEUR SENSOR| OPENED BY

Examples seen3

e e and OOPGEMAAK. | CENSOR.

Johannesburg Type ML
Type L2/#1.Large, 2 lines of e -
instructional text’ (Groot) CLargs. ¥

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. | UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.
Letter height ‘OPENED BY

Sampies sooni DEUR SENSOR| OPENED BY
g 1985 OOPGEMAAK.| CENSOR.

Used in Cape Town mostly

Type L2/#1

Type L3/#1.'Large, 3 lines of a ue o, uc. e
instructional text’ e

o "DEUR | OPENED

CENSOR’ = 7.25mm
Examples seen3 SENSO R B Y
Usage date: Oct. 1943

April 1944

Used in Cape Tou, 00PGEMAAK.| CENSOR.

Johannesburg and Pretoria.
Letter height ‘OPENED BY
CENSOR’ =7.25mi

Type L3/#1
In preparing the article the author acknowledges tle information and assistance provided by Emile Ho@ns, Hal

Hoyte, Alan Morvay, G. Ken Nicholls, Jean Oth, Stug Smith and Michael Wright.

From the editor
In the event that a recognised classification sysiethe South African labels is already in use, th
editor will be happy to reclassify the above acoagly, and publish an amendment in a future Buileti
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Elisabethville Cancellers
during the ‘Independent Katangaperiod

By — Gerrit Huybreghts

Preface

Heim and KeacH! states that 1961 cancellations of both officesshasen seen, but further
information is lacking.

Emile Hoorens and others have previously publishgdod general overview of the cancels Uded
In this article | will elaborate and provide somera information.

‘Type’ descriptions and references are in accordanith those used by Heim and Kedth.

Elisabethstad/Elisabethville — Type 12B, with nueris 7 and 8.

Figure 1. CancellefType 12B(bilingual Elisabethville
[/Elisabethstad, numbered with serial letter)

I have found this with numbers 7 and 8 (illustrataadd
serial letters ‘A’ and ‘B’ for each.. These numbbeve
not previously been documented and the most obvious
hypothesis is that, just like the cancels 1 tal&ey were
allocated to and used in two new post offices.

The last published list of post offices in Belgiaango
(Ordonnance 69/418 of 24.8.1959) mentions number ‘6
office as being the last one opened - 2nd Marct®195
However none of the official publications on postal
organisation, irMoniteur Katangaismentions the
opening of new offices in the city - not even tigsvn
complete list of 31 July 1961. Figure 1.

The cancels seem to have been used for a limitéodpé have found the number ‘7’ cancel with dates
ranging from 13 April to 29 May 1961 and numbervdth dates ranging from 1 April to 7 July 1961.
If these dates give a realistic idea of the petiedoffices were open, this could explain why decre
80/240 of 31 July 1961 inVloniteur Kantagaigioes not mention them, since they would already ha

been closed.

However, when comparing against those in my cabact I
the published dates of use of the ‘Elisabethville _.;"",m Tlt T,‘ ¥ A
[Elisabethstad 1’ office canceller types 12B an@,1:2I k4 i - cals ﬁ;ﬂ#
found examples with dates up to the end of Mar@i.19 & \\‘ & 1’(-" "
but not later. That is not to say that all canéeim the R, -
colonial period disappeared from post office ‘No.1’ -

" " " * 31-5-5140 1
Figure 2. Type 12Bwvas used after 1 April 1961 though N ' )

r e

sporadically, but most of the ‘No.1’ office colohfgeriod
cancels seem to disappear after the end of Maréh.19
Type 12Bcancellers continued in use by the other post
offices in Elisabethville /Elisabethstad.

Figure 2
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Number ‘7’ and ‘8’ office cancels seem to disapp&hen the new ‘Katanga State’ cancellers were
introduced. The earliest of these | have seehg$tisabethville 1 D4’dated 2 August 1961.

Piecing all this together, it could mean thiatpe 12B and 12 Gtancellers fof'Elisabethville
/Elisabethstad livere used to about the end of March 1961, whenleee replaced by Elisabethville
numbers 7 and 8 until early August 1961. These wexe replaced by the new ‘Katanga State’ marks
for ‘Elisabethville 1.’

In this hypothesis th&lisabethville /Elisabethstad 7 and Biarks do not correspond to new post
offices. It is possible that they were kept at‘tbentral Post Office’ for future use, but of coutbey
may have replaced cancellers from the colonialbgerdwaiting the arrival and full use of the new
Katanga marks.

The above observations are based on my own callediut that has of course its limitations
The following questions arise:
» Is there any evidence for the existence of postedf7 and 8'in addition to the existence of
cancels?
* Are there examples of registered letters with clricand & The labels on these letters could
be of interest.
¢ Are the'7 and 8'cancels found on incoming mail?
» Can other collectors confirm or add to the datestinred?

Elisabethstad/Elisabethville — Type 12C (variant)

Figure 3 There is also a variant of tigpe 12C
canceller. It has no post office number and bears
the city names in French and Dutch, separated by
stars.

It will also be noted that whilst the norm&ype
12Ccanceller bears the post office number under
the middle ofElisabethville’ - in this variant, a
letter has replaced the number. There is no
indication of the actual post office, but it is
supposed it was used in the ‘1’ office. | have
deduced this from a postal document with this
‘variant cancel’ incorporating the letter ‘B’, ddt®
December 1964. The document confirms the Figure 3.
issuing post office as ‘Elisabethville 1'.

The earliest example | found of this ‘variant
canceller’ was dated 30 December 1960.
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Elisabethville 1 — Type D5

During 1961 the new ‘Katanga State’ cancellers carweuse. They are circular, using only the French
name ‘Elisabethville 1', on each side a little @asd at the bottom a letter ‘D’ supplemented \aith
numeral. Types ‘D1 to D6’ are known and ‘D5’ camatbn seems to be the least common.

George Celi§! wrote that ‘D5’ is almost exclusively known on dacents where it was applied by
favour. | have only seen three letters with tleisael, all on ‘tax due’ mail.

Figure 4. The first is
a letter, sent without
postage stamps, from
Kolwezi to
Elisabethville. It is
taxed at 7 francs
using two 3,5fr

atanga At e | g.w%“f' :
These vere cancl e T Sl

These were cancelled
@‘//@(L‘/g/ J/(quwz

using the -

‘Elisabethville 1 D5’
z@/;&/LW///&

type mark. | have
also found a second

%@@7”‘
Figure 4.

taxed internal letter
with the D5 cancel.

Figure 5 illustrates part of
a taxed letter arriving
from France. The letter
arrived May 1963 at a
time when the entire
‘Congo State’ had already
been restored. It too is
taxed using a Belgian
Congo ‘Postage due
stamp’ and cancelled
using the ‘D5’ canceller.

Figure 5.
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Type - Elisabethville 1 ‘A’

Figure 6

Figure 6. As well as theElisabethville 1, D1 to D6tancels, | have also found &ilisabethville 1, A’
cancel where the letter ‘A’ is used instead of ‘Dhe canceller has been used on a commercial &tter
August 1961, which according to the time schedekcdbed above, would be in the early period of the
new ‘Katanga State’ cancels. George Celis mentioasise of letters ‘A’ and ‘B’ in his book, but gnl

in relation to the period after the endkdtanga’sindependence.

Apparently the ‘A’ cancel was already used during ‘Katanga State’ period, but only rarely. In view
of Celis comments, this means that there mightlads@ been a ‘B’ cancel during this period.

| invite members to look again at their collectioréd see if you can contribute further to the ever
evolving source of new information about these cailers and post offices.

From the Editor’s collection

Type 12B — #1 serial 'Z’

Figure 7.

Whilst this topic is not one of
my specific fields of study, and |
have not familiarised myself
with any previously published
work - | did take a look at my
own very modest collection of
Katanga related material and

ANIAN RS

can report with an example N BELs. ooy oLk

dated January 1961, of the g RS
Elisabethville Type 12B#1

serial ‘'Z’.

Figure 7.

1. A.l. Heim and R. H. KeaclThe cancellations of the normal post offices ofj&l Congo 1886-1960 and
Ruanda-Urundi 1917-1962 including the telegraptaacellations, third edition

2. Emile HoorensHistoire postale de I'état du Katanga 1960-19@801

3. Georges Celid,a philatélie de transition, 1983
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Cancellations of Normal Post Offices —
Belgian Congo etcHeim & Keach

Addenda and Corrigenda

Kabalo
Canceller 7A2 (page 28)

This canceller has been found in ‘Bl

Kitega — Ruanda Urundi

Canceller 8A1-Dmyt (page 71)

DD WO 130 3

2=

o
S TAUCHTRPOSTIENNT

The earliest date previously recorded for this edacwas 1937. It is now known to exist as of

29th December 1936.

X=X=X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X
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